Lighthouse Ministry

December Newsletter
“To Know Jesus Christ, and to make Him Known”

Dear Friends,
I am privileged to be able to
write you again! November has
been crazy, full of challenges, surprises, and setbacks we did not
anticipate. However, I am encouraged and have been blessed
in so many ways, despite these
circumstances! Part of this encouragement was fueled when I
recently watched an interview of
a pastor in China sharing about
the hardships Christians endure for their faith. This
man shared that about 95% of the men in his underground church had served jail time for their faith as a
Christian. He told of how they passed slips of paper
around the jail cells with passages of Scripture written on them, and while incarcerated, they memorized
them as fast as they could before they were discovered and confiscated. Additionally, he shared of many
of the other challenges they face, which make so
many of our inconveniences look small. After sharing
all this, he asked that we pray that they also would
have the freedoms that we take for granted in America. The interviewer surprised him in saying he would
not pray for the Chinese church to be like the church
of America in any way. He explained that the conveniences and freedoms we have enjoyed have encouraged many to be passive about their faith, rather than
realizing the gift it is.
This interview was seen around the same time I
was preparing a sermon on Matthew 14, where Peter
walks on the water. As I contemplated these Scriptures, it reminded me of Hebrews 12 (which is seen
above). These passages are describing a similar truth
in two very different scenarios. This is a truth which
is very relevant to you and I today! Our faith is exercised in a different way than a Christian who has to

be underground. However despite our differences,
we cannot settle for a lesser faith than if we were under the persecution that our brethren face in other
parts of the world. We should be a church that is just
as vibrant, just as effective, and just as real! In fact,
given the freedoms we enjoy, we should even have an
advantage, rather than be struggling in our faith.
Many things impact our faith, but ultimately it
comes down to our focus and priorities. When we set
our eyes firmly on Jesus, the storms of life may rage,
the race of life may be intense, but we will only be
able to stand firm, unwavering in our faith, and have
a peace that passes all understanding if we keep our
eyes on Jesus. The distractions are many… they are
loud, maybe painful, and vary in so many ways, but in
the end, they all are used to accomplish the same
goal… to distract us from the Author and Perfecter of
our faith, Jesus Christ. It breaks my heart to see the
politics, hatred, judgements, pride and greed, among
other things which have plagued the church of America. These things, however, do not define us. We are
Christians, just like those who are being incarcerated
for their faith. God is alive, active, and very present in
our lives, if we are willing to see Him. November was
tough, with so many uncertainties, trials, and distractions, but even more opportunities to live our faith..
Did you see them?
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Events

There is an overwhelming need for young men serious about their relationship with Jesus in the
church. This group is for teen guys to be challenged
in their faith, and to grow as Christ intended. Please
join us!
Every other Monday from 7-8:30pm.

The Women’s Book Study is going
through the book, “Anxious For Nothing.” They are meeting two times a
month in the evening. Contact Julie
Conte if you would like to join!

Annual Candle Sale
Orders Due: December 3rd

Cost:
Jar Candles- $15, Wax Melts-$4
Candles will be delivered by mid
December.
Please ask if you need an order
form!

As a church family, let’s strive to
memorize a verse every week. THIS
CHALLENGE IS TO ADULTS AS WELL!
Students who can say the weekly
verse to their Sunday school teacher
or one of our pastors get a reward.
Adults are also welcome to recite
them!
Due Dec. 16— John 15:5
Due Dec. 13—John 14:6
Due Dec. 20– John 6:35
Due Dec. 27— John 10:14

*Please Note*
There is no church Fellowship
Meal in December
We are working
on updating our
files to print a
new church
directory. If you
have any changes, or were not
featured in the
last directory, please make sure we
have your current information & a
current picture!

School News

Christmas Break
Will begin on December 22nd with a
noon dismissal. The academy will be
closed until classes resume on
January 4th.
Basketball Schedule

We are putting in a gift Card order
Due December 4th. If you would like
to order some gift cards, or need a
printed list, please see Mr. Masemore. A full list of vendors and card
denominations can be found on the
website at www.shopwithscrip.com
Orders must be placed through the
school, not on the website.

Don’t Forget:
Tuition is due the 15th of
each month.

Monday, December 7th @ 5pm
Salem Christian School
Tuesday, December 15th @3:30pm
Faith Christian School @ Forks TWP Gym
Friday December 18 @4pm
Emmaus Baptist @ VV Camp
Tuesday, December 29th
Tournament @ Fairview Christian
Tuesday, January 5 @ 3:30pm
Faith Christian School @ Forks Twp Gym
Friday January 15th @4pm
Emmaus Baptist @ VV Camp

Monthly Scripture
Deuteronomy 32:1-9
1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.
2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the
showers upon the grass:
3 Because I will publish the name of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto our God.
4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is
he.
5 They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation.
6 Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not
made thee, and established thee?
7 Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders,
and they will tell thee.
8 When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds
of the people according to the number of the children of Israel.
9 For the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

Prayer & Praise Center
Scripture tells us that the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective– James 5:16. We have a prayer
chain available to aid in brothers and sisters lifting your needs in prayer. To put a request on the prayer chain,
call Mary Reinert,(610-641-0401) and she will get the word around.
Here are a few recent prayer needs and praises:
Prayer Needs
• Glen Moatz – Skin Cancer
• Ralph Gift– Recovery
• Debbie Zentner– Diabetes
• Johann Wildermuth– personal deliverance
• Joyce Deitrich– Recovery from Surgery
• Bible Study/Prayer Meeting groups
• Sacks Family
• Broken Families
• Pat Borromeo- Hip pain
• Cindy Stoudt– Recovery
• Covid restrictions to be lifted
• Huber Family– Mourning
• Pastor Al– Recovery

Praise God for His answered prayer
• Restored health among our Congregation
• Opportunities to witness in our communities
• Praise God for His peace that passes all understanding during these times.

Birthdays & Anniversaries for December
Titus Masemore *
Jody Conte **
Katie Klouser **
Michael Long
Michelle & Brian K;ouser
Nina Conte **
Bob Pyles
Rich Gressley
Gary Keeler

3 BD
4 BD
13 BD
13 BD
16 Anv
17 BD
21 BD
24 BD
30 BD

251 Forgedale Rd, Fleetwood, Pa 19522
2756 Rt 737, Kempton, Pa 19529
4623 Kutztown Rd, Temple, Pa 19560
15132 Kutztown Rd, unit 90, Kutztown, Pa 19530
4623 Kutztown Rd, Temple, Pa 19560
2756 Rt 737, Kempton, Pa 19529
310 E. Washington St, Fleetwood, Pa 19522
809 Old Topton Rd., Mertztown, Pa. 19539
497 Long Lane Rd, Walnutport, Pa. 180887

If you know of anyone missing from this list or wrong addresses, please let us know so we can correct our records.

